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 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

Culture and Tourism Development doesn’t just make our 

community more engaging; they’re also important elements 

of a healthy economy. The Town of Stony Plain values culture 

and tourism as they create a key support for any economic 

development approach.  

Created in 2012, the Cultural Master Plan identified four 

objectives: town leadership, a diverse and dynamic cultural 

sector, growing the cultural economy, and places and spaces 

for culture. Over the last 7 years the focus has been on 

implementing programs that would enhance the Town’s 

appeal and the creation of a destination marketing program 

to entice visitors and new residents.  

The initiatives and programs that have been borne of the 

2012 Cultural Master Plan have developed into an exciting 

maturity and I look forward to the implementation of the 

ideas that will come out of a renewed plan in 2020. The new 

Arts, Culture and Heritage Action Plan will create a five-year 

blueprint for both the Town and community of Stony Plain to 

move forward as we continue to celebrate our history and 

create our future. 

Allison Stewart 

Chair - Cultural Roundtable 

VISION 
Our community’s culture begins with pride in its history, a commitment to inclusiveness, 

and a creative path to our future. 

84%  
of Albertans  

feel arts and culture activities are 
important in contributing to the overall 

quality of life in their community. 

(Alberta Culture Annual Survey of Albertans on 
Culture, Leger Marketing, 2019) 

92%  
of Albertans  

feel that historical resources are important 

throughout Albertan communities. 

(Alberta Culture Annual Survey of Albertans on 
Culture, Leger Marketing, 2019) 

5%  
rise in tourism in Alberta  

despite an economic downturn. 

(Travel Alberta 2018-2019 Annual Report) 
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 INTRODUCTION 

Culture is an important resource in building vibrant, 

resilient and sustainable communities. The creation 

of the Cultural Master Plan (CMP) in 2012 

demonstrates Stony Plain’s commitment to 

becoming a more creative community. Stony Plain is 

dedicated to enhancing arts and culture within our 

community and is working to ensure the contents of 

the document are achieved. 

The Cultural Master Plan is an important document 

as it provides the vision for culture and focuses on 

how to achieve this vision. The master plan 

identifies 4 goals for cultural development with   

29 recommended actions developed to be phased 

in over ten years. 

GOALS 
• Town Leadership 

• A Diverse & Dynamic Cultural Sector 

• Growing the Cultural Economy 

• A Culturally Vital Downtown 

The activities and achievements highlighted in this 

report reflect our ongoing focus of providing support 

for the arts and cultural sector.  
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 TOWN LEADERSHIP 

Tri-Regional Cultural Summit 

In partnership with the City of Spruce Grove and 

Parkland County a Tri-Regional Cultural Summit 

was held at the Elk’s Hall on October 22-23rd.  

Over 40 attendees heard presentations on topics 

ranging from “Partnerships Between Public and 

Private Entities” to “The Public Space of 

Tomorrow”.  

Participants also discussed the formation of a Tri-

Regional Cultural Working Group which would 

action regional cultural programming.  

Community Funding 

Three local organizations, the Stony Plain & 

Parkland Pioneer Museum, the Multicultural 

Heritage Centre and the Visitor Information Centre 

(Stony Plain & District Chamber of Commerce), 

collectively received over $200,400 in operational 

funding through Culture and Tourism 

Development.   

Additionally the Town provided support to three 

local events, the Blueberry Bluegrass Festival, 

Cowboy Gathering and Parkland Poet’s Poetry 

Month Celebration. 
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The 2019 Award of Creative Excellence (ACE) was awarded to Dog Rump Creek Music. Tannis and Jazz 

Matthews have played an important role in invigorating the music scene in town and they work hard to 

bring the community together. 

This year there were six nominations and the three finalists were: Dog Rump Creek Music, Parkland Poets’ 

Society, and the Stony Plain and Parkland Pioneer Museum - Model Train Display Volunteer Group. All 

nominees have played crucial roles in bringing life to our community. 

Award of Creative Excellence 



 

Town of Stony Plain | 2019  
Culture and Tourism Development Annual Report 

 A DIVERSE & DYNAMIC SECTOR 

Poet Laureate 

Stony Plain’s inaugural Poet Laureate, Lisa 

Mulrooney, has been very busy making herself 

visible in the community and beyond.  

She has undertaken numerous activities throughout 

2019 including; 

• Writing a haiku every day over her term which 

she has compiled into a book, 

• Presenting her poem about Stony Plain to 

Council, 

• Collaborating with Parkland School Division 

and to presenting more than 30 poetry 

workshops to local students, 

• Planning and presenting at a local event 

celebrating National Poetry Month; 

• Coordinating two poetry focused events for 

Alberta Culture Days which brought together 

three local cultural organization. 

 

Israel Umbach Short Film 

The film by James Goodwin, starring Mike 

Abraham and Will Mitchell, features the story of 

Israel Umbach chaining the train to the tracks. It 

was debuted to the public at the Outdoor Movie 

and can be found for ongoing viewing on the 

Town’s YouTube channel. 
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Culture Days  

This weekend long celebration of arts, heritage and culture, held annually in September, included a variety of 

activities at multiple locations around the community. This year ten organizations, businesses and artists 

collaborated to bring together events including a harvest festival, sidewalk poetry, weaving and wool working, 

pottery and much more! 

Annual Programs and Events 

Artwalk 

A wide variety of artists 

participated in this annual 

event including wood 

workers, painters, potters, 

photographers and fibre 

artists. 

Citizenship Ceremony 

The Town of Stony Plain 

welcomed over 50 new 

Canadians to our Canada 

Day celebrations to take 

their official oath of 

citizenship.  

Creating Connections 

In partnership with FCSS, 

four sessions were held in 

which participants created 

new relationships and an 

original artwork to take 

home.   

Indigenous People’s Day 

Partnering with the 

organizing committee we 

honoured 15 young people 

as Youth Advisors 

providing them with 

traditional teachings. 
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Winter Tourism Campaign 

A tourism campaign, including a video and social media campaign, was aimed at attracting tourists to visit in winter 

and encouraged visitors and residents to “Lace up your skates for a game of shinny, grab your sled and hit the hills, 

or step into your snowshoes and go exploring!” A friendly reminder that there is plenty of winter fun to be had 

around town.  The video garnered over 2800 views on Facebook and Instagram.  

Visitor Information  

The Visitor Information Centre 

(VIC) had a steady stream of 

visitors however the volume of 

visitors was not as large as in 

2018. This was due to the four-

week closure of the entrance to 

the park and inclement weather. 

The VIC had over 2000 

engagements with visitors from 

across Canada and international 

locations. 

The Mobile tent & staff attended 

32 events and attractions within 

the Town of Stony Plain and 

Parkland County and  engaged 

with over 4900 visitors . Despite 

the weather this is an increase of 

600 engagements over 2018. 

Tri-Region Tourism 

The partnership between the 

Town of Stony Plain, City of 

Spruce Grove and Parkland 

County to promote the Tri-Region 

as a cohesive destination 

received a Travel Alberta grant to 

promote the day trip videos that 

were created in 2018. The 

majority of the 2019 paid 

advertising was spent driving 

viewers to the YouTube channel . 

Additional annual content was 

created and then push out via the 

website, Twitter and Facebook. 

The top 3 landing pages on 

triregiontourism.com were the 

RCMP musical ride, self-guided 

tours, and Events. 

Tourism Development 

Destination Guide 

The 3rd annual Stony Plain 

Destination Guide was distributed 

in mid-April to local households 

and businesses, and Visitor 

Information Centre’s around the 

province. It was also available for 

online viewing/download at 

www.stonyplain.com/guide  

16,000 guides were printed and 

featured Stony Plain amenities 

and events from May 1 - 

December 31.  

Over 30 pages of information 

were available to assist both 

residents and visitors in 

navigating all of the great 

offerings in the community  

http://www.triregiontourism.com
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 Grow the Cultural Economy 

Shop the Season 
 
Continuing on the program started in 2016, a holiday 

shopping campaign ran in the Where Edmonton 

magazine gift giving edition (Nov/Dec). The ad was 

styled, photographed, and designed in-house using 

products from local businesses including Modern 

Farmhouse, Crown and Fox Boutique, Spring Lake 

Naturals, Parkland Ventures Thrift Store, Stony Plain and 

Parkland Pioneer Museum and Camp ‘n Class RV Park.  

Since the program was launched 34 small, locally owned 

businesses have been featured. The campaign focuses 

on representing the diversity of the businesses in Stony 

Plain and the ad directs people to stonyplain.com/

shop where they will find the Town's shopping guide 

which lists every retail business in Stony Plain.  

Commemorative Christmas Ornament 
 
The 6th annual ornament was created by 

the Stony Plain Public Library utilizing the 

onsite 3D printer to showcase the 

adaptability and artistic nature of 3D 

printing.  

250 ornaments were available at no 

charge to anyone who redeemed the 

coupon located in the Destination Guide. 

http://www.stonyplain.com/shop?fbclid=IwAR0cRnOEJCT_UEYEs1b3FTY8lteV4RtulDZ7qpsOBA_BefMJkpu3Loztseo
http://www.stonyplain.com/shop?fbclid=IwAR0cRnOEJCT_UEYEs1b3FTY8lteV4RtulDZ7qpsOBA_BefMJkpu3Loztseo
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The 6th annual Summer Sessions season was successful with over 1800 attendees despite inclement weather 

causing multiple location changes and limited seating . The season kicked off on June 19th with Clayton Bellamy 

and continued until August 7th when the booming voice of Samantha King rang out to over 400 listeners in 

Shikaoi Park. Other artists included Philip White, Flint and Feather, Mandy MacMillan, The Confusionaires, El 

Niven and the Alibi, and Tim Isberg. 

Passport to Prizes 

In partnership with Kountry Korner Gifts a new summer shopping passport was launched. Participants were asked 

to retrieve stamps from over 25 local businesses and then return their stamped book for a chance to win one of 

over $3000 worth of prizes. More than 125 completed passports were entered into the grand prize draw.  

Summer Sessions 
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 Places & Spaces for Culture 

Enduring Connections 

On May 31 the a public art work 

was unveiled in Heritage Park. 

The sculpture was created by 

Paul Reimer, a blacksmith artist 

from British Columbia, using 

centuries old forging techniques. 

The community participated in 

creating the artwork through the 

donation of horseshoes and  

forging workshops. 

The artwork represents the core 

values on which Stony Plain was 

built and will carry into the 

future. It is, at its heart, about 

building community. 
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Time Capsule 

In 1994, residents of Stony Plain uncovered a time capsule buried in 1955. In celebration of our town’s pioneers, 

the time capsule was rededicated and placed back in the cenotaph to be opened in 2019. On October 15th it was 

unearthed and opened to find a cache of community history. A new capsule was filled and placed within the 

cenotaph to be opened in 2044.  

Annual Programs and Events 

Mural Program 

New murals were unveiled in the CN Tunnel, Meridian Foundation, and the Good Samaritan Society Stony Plain 

Care Centre. The murals (Riders, The Good Life, With Hands and Heart) were painted by Daphne Cote and James 

Mackay respectively and all were created with participation from the community. 


